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15th December 2011

Dear Parent/Carer

Please note the following information regarding Free School Meals which may be of interest to you:
Do you qualify?

You can register your child for Free School Meals if you get any of these benefits:

	· Income Support

	· Income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

	· Income-related Employment and Support Allowance

	· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

	· The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

	· Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by HM Revenue & Customs) that does not exceed £16,190

	· Working Tax Credit 'run-on' - the payment someone may receive for a further four weeks after they stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit


You do not have to be unemployed to qualify; students and people working less than 16 hours a week can also claim if they get any of these benefits themselves. 

HOW DOES IT WORK?
1. First, check if you are entitled from the list above.

2. Registering is really quick and easy - you may not need to fill in a full claim form if you are already claiming rent or council tax as you will automatically be awarded a free school meal. If you think you qualify and have not heard from benefits, then please ring the Leeds Helpline on 0113 2224404 and they will tell you what you need to do.

3. If you have not claimed in Leeds before, phone the same Helpline for an application form or call in to collect a form from a council run one stop centre – the staff will help you complete the form in private.

4. The claim form can also be downloaded from www.direct.gov.uk.  Simply click on “Free School Meals” at the bottom of the main page and follow the links.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?
1. Your child can have a free, healthy meal at lunchtime, saving you more than £350 a year in dinner money for each child or saving you the cost of buying another option such as a packed lunch. 

2. Once you have been told you qualify for free school meals, Leeds Council will also consider you for a school clothing grant of up to £37.50 per child, even if you don’t want your child to have the free school meal. 

../..
A SCHOOL LUNCH IS IMPORTANT 

We encourage all our pupils to take a healthy school lunch to help them do better.  If you have any questions you can speak in confidence by contacting Mr P Waddington on 0113 3368400 here in School.  

Leeds Children’s Services also believe a healthy school lunch is very important to help our pupils and young people do their very best in their studies. We want pupils to enjoy their lunch and further information can be found on www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolmeals.

Yours sincerely
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